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News in Brief

BLCU Holds A New Year’'s Reception For Their Foreign
Language Expert Teachers

BLCU’s New Year’s Reception for their Foreign Language
Expert Teachers was held at the BLCU Conference Center.
The invitees and attendees were a true testimony of the rich di-

versity of BLCU's teaching team. The Foreign Teacher team
came from fifteen different countries and together spoke a mini-
mum of 8 different languages. A total of eighty —six Foreign
Language Expert Teachers and well ~known Chinese teachers
attended the festive reception. Chinese and international teachers
exchanged New Year’s blessings while immersed in the celebra-
tory atmosphere.

The Confucius Institute’s Worldwide Teaching Textbook
“New Concept Chinese” Settled Publication At BLCU
Press

Recently, the Confucius Institute’s Sixth Global Confer-
ence Important Agenda regarding the “New Concept Chinese"
symposium convened at the National Convention Center.
BLCU Publishing House textbook compiler and writer’s group
assembled and presented to the participants of the "New Con-
cept Chinese” Volume 1 sample textbooks in color, exercise
books and teacher’s handbook. At the symposium, the Confu-
cius Institute Sino —foreign chairman of the board, Mr. Fang,
fully affirmed the project.

In September of 2011, Hanban organized the development
of the Global Confucius Institute Textbook Publishers of “New
Concepts Chinese” to invite their bids to publish the text.Final-
ly, the Global Confucius Institute Textbook Publishers of
“New Concepts Chinese” settled on using BLCU Press.
Ministry of Education’s 2012 Spring Festival Reception for
International Graduates Held at BLCU

On January 8, sponsored by the Ministry of Education,
“2012 Spring Festival Reception for International Graduates”
was held in BLCU. Attendees included 40 foreign diplomatic
representatives, teachers and students from 13 different Beijing
universities. The Ministry of Education, the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs and other units, totaling 400 invited guests who
were invited to attend the reception. Students from Italy, Korea,
the United States, Japan, France, Norway, Iran, Kazakhstan and
other countries from colleges in Beijing gathered together to
perform a wonderfully well —prepared New Year’s party that
expressed love for Chinese culture .

Professor Xu Caide Awarded the Lifetime Achievement
Award for the TOEFL

Recently, the U.S. Educational Testing Service (ETS), Ex-
ecutive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer Mike Tan-
ner held a small dinner to celebrate three decades of success of
TOEFL in China at the Palace Hotel in Brooklyn, New York.
During the reception, Vice President Mike Tanner awarded
BLCU Examining Board Director, Professor Xu Caide, the
“Lifetime Achievement Trophy TOEFL” in recognition of his
30 years in the past for the successful implementation of the
TOEFL test in China’s. For his superb efforts and contributions,
Professor Xu Caide was given the term  “the TOEFL in China

Patron Saint.”

By Ginny Hunt,iX &% (£(E ), AXNERARE
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